Common Language Mistakes
A)   LIFE or LIVES ?

1. life /laɪf/ Noun, singular. eg. He had a good life.
2. lives /laɪvz/ Noun, plural. eg. There were many lives lost in the plane crash.
3. live /lɪv/    Verb. eg. I live in Brussels.
4. lives  /līvz/ Verb, third person. eg. He lives in America.
5. live /laɪv/ Adjective. eg. We watched the match live on T.V.
Complete the gaps with the words from either 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5:

a) I ………….. according to the motto ‘He who dares, wins’.

b) They gathered at the funeral to mourn the …………… of a great man.

c) The Australian Aborigines eat …………… insects which they extract from a tree.

d) How many …………….. will it take before the war is stopped?

e) He ……………. at home with his mother and father.

I once saw a notice on the back of the seat of an airplane on a foreign low budget airline. It said ‘Live vest under your seat’. Explain why I thought this misprint was funny:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Write five of your own sentences for each of the words  1- 5 above:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

B) LOSE or LOOSE?

1. lose /luz/   Verb.  [Eg. Mancheter United will probably lose again. OR  You will lose your       wallet if you don’t keep it in your pocket.
2. loses /luzɪz/ Verb, 3rd person.  Eg. He often loses track of work he has done.
3. loose /lus/ Adjective.  Eg. My tie is not tight, it is loose.
Complete the gaps with the words from above, 1, 2, or 3:
a) If you continue to annoy me like that, I am going to ……………… my temper.

b) The car broke down because one of the engine mounting bolts was …………………

d) When a person gets older, sometimes he ……………… his memory. 

e) She looks a lot slimmer now, she was certainly right when she said she would …………. some weight.

Write three of your own sentences for each of the words above:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

C)   QUITE or QUIET ?

1. quite /kwaɪt/ adverb. eg. It was quite good. He plays basketball quite well.
2. quiet /ˈkwaɪ
Complete the gaps with one of the words from above :

a) You could say that the temperature decrease made it ……….. a cold day. 

b) Breathing deeply is …………….. an effective cure for hiccups.

c) ………………. Often people say: ‘I wish my life could be better.’
d) In order to catch that trout you will need to be completely ………………

D) BREATH or BREATHE?

1. breath /brɛθ/ (noun, singular) eg. He took a deep breath.
2. breathe /brið/ (verb) eg. Fish breathe through gills.

3. breathes /briðz/ (verb, third person) eg. He breathes slowly.
Complete the gaps with one of these words:

a) With his dying ……………., he said ‘ I hope you can continue my work.’

b) The lungs are an organ which help us to ………………. 

c) After that hard exercise, I need to catch my ……………….

CORRECT THESE

Responsability

Immidiately

Powerfull

Wonderfull

Jalouse

Opinnions

Envirement

Truhth

Wich

Summery

Concidered 

Husbant

Happend

Affaire

untill

    increadibly

accusse

writing

uneasiness

You’re or your?

You’re is a contraction for you are, and your is the possessive for you eg. Your books, your school.

Decide whether the following sentences are your or you’re:

1. He likes you and not ...................money.

2. I was surprised because .................... only eighteen.

3. If ............ a smart person, then you should know what to do.

4. ....................... throwing away ...................... youth by getting married so young.

5. Think more carefully about ................. situation.

6. You must be really sure about ......................... feelings for him before you get married. 

7. .......... the most important person in this relationship, make sure you make ................. feelings clear to him.

8. Whether or not you reveal ............... true feelings, he is not going to care.

9. If you left ................. school for ever, I am sure you would regret ................. decision.

They’re, their or there?
They’re is a contraction of they are and there is for a place, eg. Over there!, there is a possessive eg. Their names are John and George.

Decide whether the following sentences are there, their or they’re:
1. ……………………. going shopping to buy a sledge for the snow.

2. Do you know how long ……………………… going to be telling us to stop shouting?

3. ………………….. are lots of countries whose leaders are not popular.

4. If you want to eat some good cheeses, you will find ……………… are lots of these shops in the old town.

5. Horses can be dangerous; never walk near ……………… back legs.

6.  How lucky John and Jane are, ……………….. the happiest married couple I have ever met.
Were or Where ?

Were – past tense of ‘are’ eg. You were living in Belgium

Where – question word or clause joiner eg. Where did you live? the place where I used to go fishing

Decide if where or were:

1. a central square …………… the government buildings are situated.

2. a restaurant ………….. the food is delicious.

3. Some bars which…………… known around the world

4. It is the most visited place in the world and the place……………. most people love to go.

5. It is the princeses that …………. the most difficult to please.

Write one more example of each:

a)…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
b)………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Use more adjectives:

Think of alternative words for the one in italics:

The Grand Place is a nice square, where I like to meet my friends.

…………………………………………………………………………

There are a lot of tourists who visit this city.

…………………………………………………………………………

It is a big monument built a hundred years ago.

…………………………………………………………………………

The people are very friendly.

…………………………………………………………………………

The food in the restaurants is actually bad.

…………………………………………………………………………
TOO

‘Too’ has two meanings:

1. ‘Too’ means ‘also’ but is used at the end of a clause (usually)  instead of between the subject and the verb.

Eg. He also likes driving fast – he likes driving fast too.

The president is also committed to the environment – he is committed to the environment too.

2. It can also be used in the context of ‘too much’

Eg. The animal was too wild to be controlled

The mathematics was just too difficult for me to calculate

TO

‘To’ also has two meanings:

1. With the infinitive of the verb ‘to go’, ‘to see’ etc.

Eg. I like to read a lot

It is quite difficult to know if you are joking 
2. As a preposition
Eg. I generally spend a lot of money when I go to the shops

Be quiet, I am speaking to my friend

Write either ‘to’ or ‘too’ in the following sentences:

1. This is my first visit ............... Australia.

2. The second hamburger was ................ much for me. 

3. I usually go ................. the doctor if I am sick.

4. The curry was just ..................... hot to eat.

5. My mum has lost the keys ..................... our house!

6. It is just ....................... late .................play computer games at this time.

7. I am going ............. a great party tonight, do you want ............. come?

8. Nelson had eaten ................. much at dinner, he was ..................... full to go swimming.

9. Not only does he like to make a mess of his bedroom, he hates tidying ...............

10. The prime minister goes ................. his second home in the summer holiday.

Common Mistakes :

 its or it’s ?

 its – possesive pronoun  eg. The town and its surroundings

 it’s – contraction of ‘it is’ or ‘it has’ eg. It’s a nice day or it’s got four legs.

 Read the following sentences from your essays and decide if it should be its or it’s:
a) If ………… bad weather you can go to the movies

b) ………. not ……….. real name

c) ………….. name comes from the Arabic language.

d) With ………….. large number of tourists, Madrid is a successful town.

e) …………… difficult to know how many people visit.
f) ………….charming character make it a city worth visiting.

g) ………….  a magnificent place to spend some time in.

h) …………… got lots of space in ………… centre.

i) I’ll show you ……….. quaint streets and interesting shops.

British or American English

Which one do you prefer? You can choose either (although I would recommend British because when you get to Bacc. Level your examiners will be British)

BUT whichever you choose you have to stick to, DON’T keep changing.

There are many examples but here are some of the most common ones. Decide if they are UK (British) or US (American). Write into the correct column of the table: 
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a) Centre or Center?

b) program or programme?

c) criticise or criticize? (-ise or -ize?)

d) analyze or analyse?

d) color or colour?

e) labour or labor?

f) catalog or catalogue?

g) donut or doughnut ?

h) favour or favor?

i) gray or grey?

j) humour or humor?

k) jeweler or jeweller?
